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be at all what those who inspired and led the mighty forces
released by the French Revolution envisaged as the society to
follow the destruction of feudal privilege and serfdom. The degree
to which democratic rights and liberties, and all those values
which we call civilization, can be preserved, will depend upon
how and in what circumstances the transition from our outworn
social system to a national planned economy is made.

Without such safeguards against the arbitrary use of power
as we presume when we speak of democratic rights, bureaucracy
may prove to be a harder taskmaster than the privileged classes
of the past century. One necesjary condition of an economy of
abundance is therefore {^preservation of intellectual liberty. If
the events of the past generation can teach us anything, they
show that we cannot hope to preserve intellectual liberty in the
chaos and disillusionment which will result from protracted hos-
tilities, or in the armament race which will inevitably follow
a patched-up peace which does not lead to a new international
order.
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